Civic responsibilities of Christians
· Obey the Law of the Land as long as it is not in opposition with God’s Law Matthew 22:15-22 “Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entangle him in his talk. And they send out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man: for thou regardest not the person of men. Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not? But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? Show me the money. And they brought unto him a penny. And he saith unto them, Whose id this image and superscription? They say unto him, Caesar’s. Then saith he unto them, Render therefore  unto Caesar the things which are of Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s.
As Christians, we have a moral obligation to obey the Law of the Land, provided it is not against the law and principles of God. Does that mean we have to agree with those laws, no, but we do need to follow them. 

· Christians need to vote, it is their Biblical duty. Exodus 18:21 “Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them, to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, and rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens”.  And Deuteronomy 17:15 “Thou shalt in any wise set him king over thee, whom the Lord thy God shall choose: one from among thy brethren shalt thou set king over thee: thou mayest not set a stranger over thee, which is not thy brother”.

Here in these two references we can see that God has ordained us to choose for use leaders. We should choose them based on God’s standards which are found in the Holy Scriptures. We should not choose leaders based on what we feel or what we believe, but rather on what the Bible says God thinks.
· Pray for our leaders  1 Timothy 2:1-3 “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quite and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour”

Regardless of who takes office as our president, our congressman, senator etc. as Christians we are called to pray for our leaders. This is true when considering both our spiritual leaders and our civic leaders. Anything less would be against the word of God. Does this mean that you have to support every cause that they embrace or agree with every decision that they make? God forbid. No this means we are to pray for them, that God would grant them wisdom to make choices according to what His will is. It means to pray for their salvation. 

· Christians are called to Listen and Do. James 1:19-27 “Wherefore, my beloved bretheren, let everyman be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his dead. If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion is vain. Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 
Christians can not sit idly by and just think “someone else will do it”. We see here from this passage, that it is not enough in itself to just hear the word and believe the word and do nothing. That is enough to obtain salvation. To obtain true holiness, and to become more like Christ we must get involved. We must do good works, we must spur other Christians on to good works. We must defend the orphans, the widows, the homeless, the prisoner, the people who cannot defend themselves. Our government has responsibilities to protect us, and to enact the laws that we deem necessary. Our responsibility is to care for each other. The Christian and the church as a body of believers have Social and Civic responsibilities to tend for those who need assistance in this life. 

If we are not doing good works, we need to take a look at where we are in our walk with Christ. We need to evaluate where we have been and where we are going. We must do our part in this life. We must not just sit back and grumble and complain and wonder “who is going to fix things in this country” and “when are they going to fix it”. It is not the president’s job to do this. It is not the congress or the house of representatives job to fix it. They have jobs to do based on what we say we want them to do when they are elected. If they do not do it, then we are called to remove them from office. Psalm 125:3-4 “For the rod of the wicked shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous; lest the righteous put forth their hands unto iniquity. Do good, O Lord, unto those that be good, and to them that are upright in their hearts.

Obey the Laws (as long as they don’t oppose God’s Law)

Vote It is our duty to elect Godly Men and Women
Pray for our leaders regardless of whether or not we chose them or agree with them
Listen to men, listen to God
Do the works that God has chosen and ordained for us to do.
